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Lakusta back yard rink a perfect draw to the button for curling enthusiasts
When a back yard rink is mentioned
most people think hockey, but Don
Lakusta has an outdoor curling rink on
his farm north of Redwater.
“I love curling,” Lakusta said. “I just
love the game, pure and simple.” His
ice multi-tasks. “We do play hockey
there, too.”
He learned to make ice growing up
in Edmonton. “We had a rink at home,”
he recalled. “It stuck with me.”
He first made his own back yard
curling rink 10 years ago. It was a
place he could spend time with his
boys, Doug and Darryl.
“They’d come out on weekends to
skate and to curl,” he said. “They actually learned how to skate on the rink,
using chairs. Now my kids are
involved in making the rink. They’ve
learned how to build ice.”
After nine years of making ice the
hard way, this season Lakusta made his
curling rink with the Hack To Hack
Solutions rink liner.
“It made a big difference this year,
with the easy sheet,” he said. There is
no measuring, no painting, and warm
days in the middle of winter don’t mess
with the lines.
“Now it can go up to 20 above and it
doesn’t matter,” said Lakusta. In fact,
on warm days the ice beside the rink
liner softens up faster than the curling
sheet.
“We’ve gone into mid March, and
that was with painted lines,” said
Lakusta. “I’m expecting it to last
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County resident ratepayers with trucks and
other equipment wanting to work for the
County in 2007 must register their
equipment or they will not be contacted to
provide equipment or services. The County
will be hauling gravel in March 2007. Any
trucks hauling gravel must be winter
equipped with working vibrators. This
mainly applies to clam and belly dumps,
which are prone to plugging in spring
gravelling. Any trucks that cannot make
their spreads will not be used. The County
will haul approximately 33,000 tonnes of
gravel in March 2007. Anybody with
questions or concerns about this issue or
wishing to register their equipment, please
contact Rick Nietupski, Public Works
Director at (780) 398-3977.

longer this year.” That is, if the weather co-operates.
“We’ve had our fun, we’ve had our
troubles,” Lakusta said. “Leaves blow
on and melt into the ice and you have
to pick them out. If you take care of it,
it’s not hard to manage.” Sometimes
the ice sits under the snow for a short
time, then they scrape it off, pebble it,
and play. The rocks are coffee cans
filled with ice and capped with a
chrome handle.
“They’re actually better than curling
rocks; they don’t break the boards,”
said Lakusta. “It’s Jam Can curling.
That’s the way they used to do it.” The
rocks are light and the rink surface is
short, a formula for success for even
the most inexperienced curlers.
“First time curlers usually have success,” Lakusta said. The games can get
pretty competitive, but he has a couple
of rules to keep things fun.
First, no one sweeps.
“Cause that’s work and we’re there
to have fun,” he said. “Besides, people
might hurt themselves.”
Second is a fairness rule. When two
rocks are very close, they are not measured to see which team gets the points.
The points automatically go to the
team losing the game.
Lakusta is always willing to host
special curling guests and holds a popular annual New Years Eve bonspiel.
He is a member of both the Lancaster
and Thorhild curling clubs and also
plays in Redwater.
His connections to the larger curling
world began many years ago as his
family curled with the Ferbey family.
Randy Ferbey is a Canadian and World

Back Yard Rink owner Don Lakusta freezes down the Hack To Hack Solutions
curling rink liner he used this season.

champion curler.
“My brother went to school with
Randy,” said Lakusta. “I curled with
Randy’s brother, Tracey. I curled with
Murray Ursulak.” He remains friends
with Randy Ferbey and attends briars
to watch him compete.
Three years ago Lakusta and Grant
Cook partnered up to share their passion for curling through creating limited edition prints about curling.
Their first set contained five Back
Yard Rink pictures. They now have
seven prints for sale, and this spring
during the World Curling Championship being held in Edmonton, will
release two more.
“Something special is coming for
the Worlds,” said
Lakusta. “It’ll be
unique.”
He is excited
about the new pictures. The original
prints have proven
popular gift items
and have been
shipped all over the
world.
“The idea behind
all of this was to
share the game,” he
said. “When The
Briar
(Canadian
Championship) was
Cheering a good throw during the annual New Years
here in 2005 we
bonspiel held on Don Lakusta’s back yard rink.
donated a full set
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Aerial & Trenching

Self Loading & Unloading 28 Round Bale Truck

Box 24, Lamont, AB T0B 2R0

CUSTOM HAULING

Call Dale Kostiuk
30/07

Cell 999-2053 or 896-2403

51/07

Fraser Pewarchuk
780-895-7577
Cell: 499-6905 19/07

Sturgeon Auto and
Truck R epairs
914-7560

WATER WELL

BUT ARE SHORT OF CASH?
• NO DOWN PAYMENT - 10 year. time
payment plan (O.A.C.)
• SAVE - $2,000 on accessory discount pkg.
• ASK ABOUT THE STATUS of
current government grants for drilling
water wells in your area.
• INQUIRE - about Exclusive patented
VINDICATOR well seal.
We guarantee NOBODY CAN BEAT OUR PRICE for
exactly the same job.

PHONE TOLL FREE
1-800-BIG-IRON

“The number you can’t forget!”

P.S. — We also drill for people who aren’t
short of cash!

VETERINARY SERVICE LTD

• NEW OR USED TIRES
FOR SALE
• TIRE REPAIR
• FREE SCRAP CAR
& TRUCK REMOVAL
• CA$H if Delivered to Our Yard (Opal)

(780)

Need A

DOCBARR

Park Electric (2000)
Fred Pewarchuk
780-895-2159
Cell 991-7257

(five prints).” The set, which was autographed by Ferbey’s Team Alberta and
Adams’ Team Nova Scotia, was sold
during a live auction raising funds for
the Hec Gervais Scholarship Foundation and the Sandra Schmirler Foundation for $2,600.
“We were floored,” Lakusta said. He
plans to donate to that fundraiser again
in 2007.
“The charity, that’s important,” he
said. “If Randy Ferbey’s willing to
shave his head, we’ll ship one of these
down.”

19

Lee Barr (DVM)
MOBILE UNIT

(780) 398-2753

Serving Thorhild County, Sturgeon County & Area
50/07

REDWATER

MEAT PACKERS
• Fully Gov’t Inspected
• Slaughter Only
• Slaughter, Cut, Wrap & Frozen also available

(780) 942-3569 • REDWATER
Hrs. M-F 8:30 - 5 PM
Call to book your appointment
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